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What do we mean by 

reconstruction evidence?



When might one want to use reconstruction 

evidence?

• Police Reports – are they always sufficient?

• The role of Public Prosecutors and Criminal Proceedings (and evidence 
gathering)

• Court appointed experts?

• Can the parties obtain their own reports?

• Jointly or independently instructed experts?





Expert Reports

• Qualifications of the Experts:
• Engineers?

• Police Officers?

• Others?

• Does the expert owe a duty to the party commissioning / funding their report or is there an 
overarching duty to the Court?

• Are there any formalities that a report must comply with?

• Is there a duty to disclose your report ahead of negotiations / Court hearings?

• Is ‘expert shopping’ permissible?



Evidence before the Courts

• Admissibility of evidence

• Are there any limitations on the evidence that may be called?

• Is the Court’s permission required to adduce reconstruction evidence?

• What weight is placed on Reconstruction evidence?

• Are the findings made earlier criminal proceedings binding on a civil claim?

• How are differing opinions resolved by the Courts:
• Expert vs Expert 
• Expert vs Police
• Joint reports of the experts setting out areas of agreement / disagreement
• Cross-examination of experts?
• Decisions on paper?



The use of technology in the Courts



Funding of accident reconstruction evidence

• Who pays for the report...

• Court appointed?

• Jointly instructed?

• Individually instructed?

• Can the cost of a report be recovered from the unsuccessful party?




