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The American legal system is rooted in
common law, where legal precedents
guide court decisions. It comprises federal

and state courts, with a strong emphasis
on the rights of individuals, ensuring fair
trials and due process under the law.
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constitution.”

Importance of
Trial by Jury

Trial by Jury is a cornerstone of American
democracy, providing a mechanism for
community involvement in the justice
process. Jury decisions ensure that ordinary
citizens evaluate evidence and determine
verdicts, reflecting societal values and
standards.
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6 remember if | did

What the Witness Statement or
Written Testimony Says (Auditory)

Q. You are required to be open and honest when
dealing with homeowners?

A. Repeat that.

Q. You are expected to be open and honest when
you’re dealing with the homeowner?

Q. When | am dealing with the homeowner, open
and honest, yes.

A. You must be fair and reasonable?

Q. Rephrase that.

Q. You must be fair and reasonable to the
homeowners when you are adjusting their claims?
A. Yes.

Depositions Are
Trial

Pretrial depositions are sworn out-of-
court testimonies recorded for later use
in trials. They serve to gather factual
evidence for trial playback, clarify witness
statements, and assess the strengths and
weaknesses of a case before trial begins.
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Q. You are required to be open and honest when
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Trial




What the Withess Statement or
Written Testimony Says (Auditory)
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you’re dealing with the homeowner?
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and honest, yes.
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Q. Rephrase that.
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The insights gained from depositions
significantly influence case strategies.
Lawyers can identify key issues,

determine witness credibility, and adjust
arguments, enhancing courtroom
performance and ultimately influencing
trial outcomes.

Third Party
"Validators"

As Bad As They
Want to Be
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The Power of Storytelling
in American Trials

Structuring the
Story for Clarity
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Suggested opening structure
(Ball/Oliver Cliff Notes)

m1. What is the risk (
m 2. What are the rules (standard of care)

m 3. What did the defendant do (actions not
judgments)

m4. What were the immediate harms (usual
starting place)

m5. How the defendant broke the rules

m6. What is wrong with the defenses
(EXCUSES)

m 7. What are the consequences of the
immediate harms

= 8. What can be done to fix the consequences
or balance the harms
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Implicit Messaging
to Connect with
Your Jurors

Utilizing implicit messaging is crucial
in storytelling during trials.
Connecting the story of your case to
each of your jurors can lead to more ,
favorable outcomes based on shared . -
human experiences and values. 74







Structuring the
Story for Clarity

A well-structured story enhances
understanding and retention of the
presented evidence. Clear sequences,
logical flow, and thematic coherence
guide jurors through the narrative,
aiding comprehension in complex cases.
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Techniques for
Persuasion

Creating a Persuasive
Narrative for Jurors

i



In American trials, evidence must be
compelling and relevant. Lawyers
strategically select and present

evidence to support their arguments,
ensuring clarity and connection to
the jury's understanding of the case.




Techniques for
Persuasion

Persuasion in the courtroom is achieved
through varied methods, including both
logical reasoning and vivid storytelling. These
techniques enhance jurors' engagement and
foster a connection between the narrative
and the evidence presented.




Creating a Persuasive
Narrative for Jurors

An effective narrative organizes evidence
according to a logical sequence, aiding
comprehension. Lawyers intertwine facts
with compelling storytelling elements to
ensure that jurors grasp the significance
and impact of the evidence presented.
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