
Navigating barriers to access justice in today's political 
climate

EU-UK Cooperation following Brexit – PEOPIL’s Position 
Paper on the Rights of Personal Injury & Fatal Accident 

Victims in the field of Jurisdiction and Enforcement

Chris Deacon, Partner, Stewarts, London | Chair of PEOPIL EU-UK Working Group

PEOPIL Annual conference, Brussels | 26 September 2025



NAVIGATING BARRIERS TO 
ACCESS JUSTICE IN TODAY'S 
POLITICAL CLIMATE | PEOPIL 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025

2



NAVIGATING BARRIERS TO 
ACCESS JUSTICE IN TODAY'S 
POLITICAL CLIMATE | PEOPIL 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025

3



NAVIGATING BARRIERS TO 
ACCESS JUSTICE IN TODAY'S 
POLITICAL CLIMATE | PEOPIL 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025

4



NAVIGATING BARRIERS TO 
ACCESS JUSTICE IN TODAY'S 
POLITICAL CLIMATE | PEOPIL 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025

5



NAVIGATING BARRIERS TO 
ACCESS JUSTICE IN TODAY'S 
POLITICAL CLIMATE | PEOPIL 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025

6



NAVIGATING BARRIERS TO 
ACCESS JUSTICE IN TODAY'S 
POLITICAL CLIMATE | PEOPIL 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025

7



NAVIGATING BARRIERS TO 
ACCESS JUSTICE IN TODAY'S 
POLITICAL CLIMATE | PEOPIL 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025

8



NAVIGATING BARRIERS TO 
ACCESS JUSTICE IN TODAY'S 
POLITICAL CLIMATE | PEOPIL 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025

9



NAVIGATING BARRIERS TO 
ACCESS JUSTICE IN TODAY'S 
POLITICAL CLIMATE | PEOPIL 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025

10

PEOPIL’s EU-UK Working Group

The core objective of the working group is to:



PEOPIL’s EU-UK Working Group

The core objective of the working group is to:

› Lobby for improved access to justice between the EU and UK for 

injury victims, consumers and employees in the field of civil 

judicial cooperation.

‒ i. Enforcement

‒ ii. Jurisdiction

‒ iii. Other areas: service, taking of evidence
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PEOPIL considers there is no legal basis for the EU refusing the UK’s request 
to rejoin the Lugano Convention. The suggestion from the EU Commission 
previously that accession to Lugano depends on participation (even if only 
partially) in the EU’s single market is not supported by a literal or purposive 
interpretation of Lugano. Furthermore, it overlooks the status of Northern Ireland 
under the Windsor Framework and the reality of the close alignment 
between the EU and UK under the Trade and Cooperation Agreement; 
close alignment which is to be further bolstered following the EU-UK 
summit and reset in May 2025. The present position does arguably 
demonstrate the UK’s partial participation in the single market. 

In the alternative to Lugano, a new bi-lateral arrangement is required between 
the EU and UK that ensures full protection for injury victims on the combined 
issues of jurisdiction and enforcement.
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“Success always has many authors. I am convinced 
that when we work together, that’s when the magic 

happens.”

Linda Lipsen, CEO, American Association for Justice (“AAJ”)



NAVIGATING BARRIERS TO 
ACCESS JUSTICE IN TODAY'S 
POLITICAL CLIMATE | PEOPIL 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025

16



5 New Street Square

London

EC4A 3BF

Tel: +44 (0)20 7822 8000

9 Bond Court

Leeds

LS1 2JZ

Tel: +44 (0)113 222 0022 www.stewartslaw.com


	Slide 1: Navigating barriers to access justice in today's political climate  EU-UK Cooperation following Brexit – PEOPIL’s Position Paper on the Rights of Personal Injury & Fatal Accident Victims in the field of Jurisdiction and Enforcement 
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11:  PEOPIL’s EU-UK Working Group  The core objective of the working group is to: 
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17

