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What Are 
PFAS?

Used In:

ḬFirefighting foam (AFFF)
Ḭ Industrial manufacturing
ḬConsumer products

Hazardous

ÅPersistent
ÅBioaccumulative
ÅToxic

Per -  and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) = 

άŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭǎέ



WHY PFAS 
MATTERS

Contaminates drinking water nationwide

Detected in thousands of public water systems

Linked to:

Cancer -

Testicular and Kidney
Thyroid 

Disease

Immune 

Suppression



AFFF is the primary driver of groundwater contamination

AFFF and the 
Source of 

Contamination

Now designated hazardous 
substances under CERCLA

CONTAINS PFOS 
AND PFOA

USED HEAVILY AT:

ÅMilitary bases
ÅAirports
ÅFiretraining facilities



Regulatory 
Landscape

Increasing state - level regulations

U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency actions

ḬPFOS/PFOA designated hazardous 
under CERCLA (2024)

ḬMCLs for drinking water



GLOBAL CONTEXT: 
9¦wht9Ω{ !ttwh!/I ¢h tC!{

ÅStrategy shift:
ḬRegulate PFAS as a class (not chemical by 

chemical)
Ḭ!ƭƭƻǿ ƻƴƭȅ άŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǳǎŜέ ŜȄŜƳǇǘƛƻƴǎ
ḬProposed restriction:

Covers thousands of PFAS substances
Would phase out PFAS across most 
industries

ÅStrong focus on:
ḬPrevention of contamination
ḬEliminating PFAS at the source

EUROPE IS MOVING TOWARD ONE 
OF THE MOST AGGRESSIVE PFAS 

REGULATORY REGIMES GLOBALLY

GOVERNED PRIMARILY BY REACH 
(REGISTRATION, EVALUATION, 

AUTHORIZATION AND RESTRICTION 
OF CHEMICALS)



European Actions and 
Why They Matter

ÅFrance
ḬBan on PFAS in cosmetics, textiles, and 

consumer goods (effective 2026)
ḬExpands to broader textile bans by 2030

ÅDenmark
ḬFirst mover in Europe
ḬPFAS banned in food packaging since 2020
ḬExpanding bans to clothing, footwear, and 

consumer products (2025 -2027)

ÅNetherlands
ḬtC!{ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ άǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǾŜǊȅ 
ƘƛƎƘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴέ

ḬRequires companies to minimize use 
and emissions

ÅSweden / Germany / Norway
ḬLeading architects of the EU -wide PFAS 

ban proposal
ḬDriving scientific and regulatory 

framework for class -wide restriction



What is the AFFF 

MDL?
ÅAFFF Products Liability Litigation (MDL No. 

2873)
ÅCentralized in federal court (South Carolina)
ÅThousands of cases consolidated

Focus:
ḬWater contamination
ḬCost recovery
ḬPersonal injury



KEY DEFENDANTS

Chemical manufacturers:
Å3M
ÅDuPont/Chemours/Corteva
ÅTyco
ÅBASF

Allegations:
ÅKnowledge of toxicity 
ÅFailure to warn
ÅEnvironmental contamination



Active in:

ḬPublic Water Systems
ḬMunicipalities
Ḭ Impacted communities

Represents:

ÅMDL leadership structure
ÅClaims administration
ÅCERCLA-based recovery 

strategies

bŀǇƻƭƛ {ƘƪƻƭƴƛƪΩǎ wƻƭŜ

NATIONAL LEADER IN PFAS LITIGATION



SCOPE OF 
REPRESENTATION

ÅHundreds of water systems nationwide

Focus on:
ḬDetection data (UCMR)
ḬTreatment costs
ḬLong-term remediation



Settlement 
Framework 
Overview

ÅMULTI-BILLION-DOLLAR SETTLEMENTS

ḬWater providers
ḬCleanup costs
ḬFuture monitoring

Designed to compensate:



3M Settlement

ḬApprox. $10+ billion

ḬPayment structure over multiple years

ḬCovers public water systems with PFAS detections



DuPont/Chemours/Corteva 
Settlement
ḬApprox. $1.18 billion

ḬApplies to similar class of water systems

ḬCoordinated claims process



Tyco & BASF 
Settlements

ḬAdditional settlements expanding recovery pool

ḬPayments expected to continue into 2026

Ḭ Important for non -3M exposure pathways



Types of Compensation

Capital costs 
for treatment 

systems

Future 
remediation 

funding

Testing and 
monitoring

Operational and 
maintenance 

expenses



Impact & Results

ḬBillions recovered nationally
ḬFunding critical water infrastructure
ḬSupporting environmental justice 

communities



WHY IT 
MATTERS NOW

REGULATORY PRESSURE 
INCREASING


