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1. The Letter of Request: The Doorway to the MPS Evidence
June 9, 2021 — Southern District of New York

The filing is itself the starting point: a 
U.S. federal court request for 

international judicial assistance under 
the Hague Evidence Convention.

• Requesting authority: U.S. District Court, 
Southern District of New York.

• Requested State: United Kingdom.

• Central Authority identified in the 
request: Senior Master of the Royal Courts 
of Justice.
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2. What Were Plaintiffs Seeking?

• The Request sought inspection and copies of evidential holdings from the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) at 
New Scotland Yard in London.

• The materials concerned Saudi government employee Omar al-Bayoumi and originated from British police 
investigations begun in the immediate aftermath of September 11, 2001.

• The filing described the holdings as potentially significant because they could contain contemporaneous 
documents and other items concerning Bayoumi’s activities and contacts with 9/11 hijackers Nawaf al-Hazmi 
and Khalid al-Mihdhar.

• The Request sought the evidence directly from the originating source — the Met’s Counter Terrorism 
Command.
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3. The Request Explained Why the Evidence Mattered
June 2021 court filing

The filing anticipated evidence 
concerning Bayoumi’s history, 

relationships, contacts, meetings, 
discussions, financial 

arrangements and activities.
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4. From Letter of Request to MPS Production

JUN 9, 2021

SDNY approves

Letter of Request

JUN 18, 2021

Request filed with the 

High Court in London

JUL 12, 2021

Request transmitted

to MPS

MAR 10, 2022

UK High Court

Consent Order

2022, 2023 & 2025

MPS produces 

responsive material in 

three tranches

The March 10, 2022 UK High Court Consent Order required the MPS to provide materials responsive to the Request 
as soon as practicable, which the MPS has done on an ongoing basis.
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5. The MPS Productions: A Substantial Trove of Evidence

Nearly 400 individual 

evidential items

14,000+ pages • hundreds of 

photographs • 20+ hours of video • 

multiple hours of audio-recorded 

suspect interviews

55 additional video 

tapes

Plus telephone records from 

Bayoumi’s time in the U.K.

Additional responsive 

material, incl. regarding 

follow-on investigations

Not yet publicly docketed

Plaintiffs promptly lodged the productions with the New York court and shared them with all parties to the 9/11 Terrorism Litigation.
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6. Highlights of the MPS Productions: Plaintiffs’ Exhibits

-- Bayoumi’s “welcome party” video --
Depicts the scheme of support by which 

Bayoumi “served as a connecting point” for 
the 9/11 hijackers in California

PEOPIL • 9/11 Families Litigation • Transnational Discovery 7

-- Bayoumi’s “Washington trip” video --
Experts have declared that the footage

bears the hallmarks of Al-Qaeda “casing”
of a target for a terrorist attack

-- Bayoumi’s “airplane diagram” --
Accompanied by flight planning equations, 

which the court cited as evidence of 
Bayoumi’s “knowledge” of the 9/11 plot



Plaintiffs used the materials to 

develop new evidence 

concerning Saudi Arabia’s 

specific support to Al Qaeda and 

the 9/11 hijackers.

MPS officials authorized 

removal of protective markings 

so the materials could be filed 

as judicial documents and 

disclosed publicly.

The district court referred 

extensively to MPS evidence in 

its August 2025 Order finding 

subject matter jurisdiction over 

Saudi Arabia.

7. Why the MPS Evidence Became So Important

The Hague Convention mechanism was the means by which these crucial items 
of evidence entered the record for the District Court’s review.

DEVELOPING THE CASE OPEN-COURT USE JURISDICTION
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8. August 2025: Historic Ruling in Plaintiffs’ Favor

• Judge Daniels’ August 2025 Order ruled that the district court has subject matter jurisdiction 
over the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, declaring: “Plaintiffs are Allowed to Prove their Case at Trial.”

• The court found, based on “the entire body of undisputed facts, and the Court's preliminary 
assessment of certain disputed facts,” that “the exercise of jurisdiction is appropriate here.”  The 
court’s Order referred extensively to evidence developed from the MPS materials.

• First time that a U.S. federal court has applied the JASTA framework to bring a foreign sovereign 
state under its jurisdiction to stand trial for providing material support to terrorists.

• Saudi Arabia has appealed the ruling. Oral argument before the U.S. Court of Appeals (2d Cir) 
will be heard in October 2026.

TRANSNATIONAL DISCOVERY  →  MPS EVIDENCE  →  JURISDICTION  →  PATH TOWARD TRIAL
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Closing Takeaways

U.S. federal court request opened the door to crucial 9/11 evidence held overseas.

The MPS productions materially expanded the evidentiary record.

That evidence underpinned the district court’s August 2025 jurisdictional ruling.

A practical example of how transnational evidence-gathering
has changed the trajectory of complex U.S. litigation.
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